WELCOME TO
Holy Cross & St Patrick Parish

Served by the Society of the Divine Saviour — The Salvatorians
Parish Priest: Father Fortunatus Banzi, SDS Assistant Parish Priest — Fr Floribert Mulikita SDS
Deacons: Rev. Oluwole Alayo & Rev. Anthony Wentworth
The Priests House & Chapel, 1a Conway Road, Plumstead, SE18 1AQ
St Patrick’s Church, Hector Street, Plumstead, SE18 1QT Holy Cross, 27 The Slade, Plumstead Common, SE18 2NB
Tel: 020 3722 7573, Email: plumstead@rcaos.org.uk www.stpatricksholycross.org.uk
St Patrick’s Primary School, Griffin Road, Plumstead, SE18 7QG Tel: 0208 854 3881 www.stpatricksprimary.org.uk
Head Teacher: Miss Mary Murphy
Archdiocese of Southwark is a Registered Charity: 1173050 Salvatorian Trustees Registered Charity No 231410

Parish Office: Tuesday & Wednesday — 9.00 to 3pm. Thursday 9.00 to 2.30pm

FIRST SUNDAY of LENT YEAR A Ps1 22" February, 2026 (Pgl51)
On this First Sunday of Lent, the Gospel draws us into the desert with Jesus. In that place of silence and hunger,
He faces temptation not only for Himself, but on behalf of us all. Bread, power, and spectacle represent the false
promises that try to pull every human heart away from trust in God.
The three practices of Lent; prayer, fasting, and almsgiving flow directly from this desert experience.
o Fasting confronts the temptation to live for bread alone; it teaches us freedom from our cravings and
reminds us that God is our true nourishment.
e Prayer strengthens us against the temptation to test God; it deepens our trust rather than demanding signs.
e Almsgiving counters the temptation of power and possession; it loosens our grip on control and opens our
hearts to others.
In the desert, Jesus shows us that victory comes through faithful love.
May these forty days renew our faith and draw us closer to the Lord.

CONFESSIONS st Patrick: Saturday after 10.00 Mass There will be no EXPOSITION of the BLESSED
Holy Cross: Saturday before 5.30pm Mass SACRAMENT until further notice
Holy Cross Mass intentions St. Patrick,
st
17.30 Margaret Venables RIP and welfare of FIR SS"?t'S%Jlle/il:(rl:fl?’ENT 10.00 Mary Agede Neji Unah RIP
Alan Venables AND Bert Mann RIP
anniversary
8.45 Wellbeing & recovery of Patrick Sun. 22" February :l? aLSknglll:lrl:;y Okocha & son birthday
C bell FIRST SUNDAY of LENT
ampbe ° 18.00 Mary Twomey RIP
Mon. 23" February
10.00 James Coffey RIP aniversary FERIA 9.00 Rev A J Staunton RIP
NO MASS Tues. 24" February NO MASS
FERIA
h
10.00 Welfare of Jo & Mike O’Connell Wed. Zs;Rlif\bruary 9.00 Lucky Aragua RIP
h
10.00 People of the Parish Th“r-zgiRFl ‘*Abr“ary 9.00 Thanksgiving through St Jude
19.00 Stations of the Cross, followed by Mass Fri. 27 February 9.00 John Francis Meehan RIP
People of the Parish FERIA Stations of the Cross
. Sat. 28t February 10.00 Liz Gregory & family wellbeing AND
17.30 Anthony & Mona Pinto RIP
neony ona Tnto SECOND SUNDAY of LENT Florence Perera & Virginia Fonseka RIP
Sun. 1 March 10.15 Man Bahadur Rana RIP
8.45 People of the Parish un. are 17.00 Stations of the Cross
E D SUNDAY of LENT
SECOND SU 0 N 18.00 Mr & Mrs Horne RIP

Holy Father’s Prayer Intention for March: For Disarmament and Peace - that nations move
towards effective disarmament, particularly nuclear disarmament and that world leaders choose
the path of dialogue and diplomacy instead of violence




Please note — notices for the Parish Newsletter, with Father’s prior
permission, should be sent to the Parish Office by Wednesday at
12 noon (by email, ‘phone or printed copy). We will do our best to
include items, but cannot always guarantee this.

Thank you for your co-operation and understanding.

Offertory 15" February £ 842.50

Clergy Support Fund £449.55 Thank you
15t March — CAFOD LENT Family Fast Day
22" March — Poor Parishes

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Sun 22" February after 10.15 Mass UCM Talk on Lent
in Social Club Hall - ALL WELCOME

Sat. 28" February 9am to 2pm St Ursula’s School
Year 6 VIP Golden Ticket Activity Day please
see poster for details and booking

Sun 15th March - The Feast of St Patrick will be
celebrated at parish level on Sunday, 15™ March,
which is also Mother’s Day. All parish groups are
kindly requested to be ready and participate in the
celebration of this great parish day.

Pray the Romero Rosary at St George’s Cathedral. Join
Archbishop John Wilson and the Cathedral clergy in praying
the rosary every Friday at 5pm throughout Lent. This is a
beautiful opportunity to draw closer to the Lord Jesus in
prayer. Archbishop John will personally lead the devotion at
the National Shrine of St Oscar Romero at St George’s
Cathedral (SE1 6HR) on Friday 6th and Friday 27th March. On
all other Fridays during Lent, the Cathedral clergy will lead the
rosary, followed by the Stations of the Cross at 6pm. Let the
rosary connect you to the Lord Jesus this Lenten season. Find
out more at: rcaos.org.uk/romerorosary

READERS St Patrick
22" February: 10.15 Youth Mass
1st March: 10.15 D Ohia/A Saliu
Holy Cross
215t Feb: 17.45 Brian 22nd Feb: 8.45 Sheila
28t Feb: 17.30 Mike 1st Mar: 8.45 lan

18.00 Samson
18.00 B Davern

CHILDREN’S LITURGY St Patrick children under 10 years
22" February — Parish Youth Sunday
1%t March — Bernie; Carlien, Emma & Tohanme

Stop assisted suicide - further action needed!
Please take 30 seconds to stop assisted suicide from being
forced into law. Right To Life UK has made an EasyAction
tool to email your MP asking them to oppose attempts to
force assisted suicide into law by bypassing the House of
Lords.
Please visit www.righttolife.org.uk/ASCommons2026 to

ask your MP to oppose forcing the Assisted Suicide Bill
into law.

The Sanctuary Lamp will burn for Asha Rai RIP at Holy
Cross and Mary Agede & Anthony Unah RIP at St

Please pray for those who are unwell: Eileen Paterson, Margaret
Ollin, Annita Molloy, Patricia Feehily, Pat Cullen, Christopher
Nnabike, Norma Barrett, Yolanda Perera, Bridie Maguire, Sophie
& Pablo Picola, Hana Gjelaj, Bob Kapp, Philomena Flaherty, Jo
O’Connell, Dave Kent, Mary Mulholland, Maura Nagle, Chris
Britto, Eileen McPadden, Nuala McGovern, Aurora Miranda,
Charles, Sarah, Sven & Lloyd, Jimmy Gjelaj, Pressie Fernandez,
Betty O’Donoghue, Louise Perera, Marianne Ali, Trevor Brown,
John McPartlin, Sarah Young & family, Irene D’Souza, Alex
Pollock, Kevin Murphy, Susannah Brown, Henry Agbadamusi,
Dave Orrel, Stephen Brown, Erin Johnston, Maureen Cunney,
Eddie White, for those who have died and those whose
anniversaries occur at this time: Hilda Chapman, Arthur Caine,
Helen Clayton, Frederick Chalk, Muriel Jolly, Harry Mee, Theresa
Davies

Patrick. %&
CALLED TO BEAR FRUIT
Reaching Out to Our Brothers and Sisters in Need
GREENWICH FOODBANK
THIS SUNDAY WE WILL CONTINUE TO COLLECT OUR
MONTHLY DONATIONS

URGENTLY NEEDED
Essential Toiletries, Tins Of Fish, Tins Of Meat,
Noodles,Juice plus any tinned & packet foods; nappies;
biscuits, sweets and chocolates; cooking oil; long-life

milk and fruit juice all appreciated

NO FRESH FOODS PLEASE ~ Thank you

Guides (girls aged 10 — 14)

Brownies (girls aged 7 — 10) Womfdys 6 — 7.30pm
For more information on joining please contact:

Tatayana — 07921500555 Natasha - 07941967414

God of growth, in the beginning you planted a garden
and walked with us, your beloved creation. Teach us to
tread lightly as we care for all you made.

God the Sower, you plant seeds of your Kingdom in the
soil of our hearts. Water them with your Word and
weed out fear and selfishness. Cultivate in us your
compassion so we may truly love our neighbours.

God of Gethsemane, you chose the tree of suffering
which would bring us new life. May its roots grow deep
within us, inspiring us to seek justice so all people may
flourish in the garden of your grace. Amen

CAFOD Lent Prayer

MASS INTENTION REQUESTS
Requests for Holy Mass can be for any occasion and can be
made in person, by telephone, by email or by completing the
special envelope.
PLEASE NOTE: requests for a specific date may not be
guaranteed and should be made at least 2 weeks in advance,
except in urgent cases. Thank you

Account details: NATIONAL WESTMINSTER BANK

Acc Name: RCAS - PLUMSTEAD

Acc No: 79136796 Sort code: 60-50-01

Cheques payable to: RCAS PLUMSTEAD If you pay
tax, please join the Parish Gift Aid scheme, which earns
an extra 25p for every £1 you give at no extra cost to
you. Thank you for your continued support.




