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Parish Office: Tuesday & Wednesday — 9.00 to 3pm. Thursday 9.00 to 2.30pm

THIRD SUNDAY of ADVENT YEAR C Ps3 15t December, 2024 (p87 + sheet)

In today’s Gospel reading Saint Luke speaks about the ministry of John the Baptist. Luke simply states that John
preaches a Baptism of Repentance. Nowadays when we think of repentance, we tend to mean sorrow for sin. We
feel remorse or sadness that we have transgressed and wish we had done better. Or it could mean confessing ours
sins but with no real intention to reform our lives. This is not the way that John the Baptist intends. For sure John
was preaching a Baptism of Conversion. Conversion means a change of perspective, an altering of one’s direction,
or a turning around.

And this kind of repentance has very direct consequences. As it says in the Gospel, it means sharing our spare tunic
with the man who has none. It means giving food to those who ordinarily would go without, it is sometimes to give
some of our time, etc.

If we wear the shoes of Jesus Christ and go where He would go, if we hold out our hands to others as if they were
his hands, if we utter the same sorts of words as He would utter then we begin to feel as he feels, then we begin to
think as he thinks and we become more and more at one with him. This is conversion. This is a turning around and
this is Advent.
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Holy Father’s Prayer Intention for December: For Pilgrims of Hope Let us pray that the coming
Church Jubilee Year 2025 strengthens us in our faith; helping us to recognize the Risen Christ in the midst of
our lives, transforming us into pilgrims of Christian hope

Offertory collection 8™ December £692.40
Senior Citizens’ Christmas Party £234.55 7/ank you

The Sanctuary Lamp will burn for the Casserley
family at Holy Cross and Jonalda D’Costa’s birthday
at St Patrick.

Readers St Patrick
15t December: 10.15 Guides & Brownies 18.00 N Brown
22" December: 10.15 Youth Mass 18.00 L Keys
Holy Cross
14t Dec: 8.45 Jason
22" Dec: 8.45 Abigail

14t Dec: 5.30 Mike
21% Dec: 5.30 Divine

CHRISTMAS OFFERTORY COLLECTION
The collections at Christmas are your offering
to the c[ergy of the parish. Offerings can be made by cash or
cheque (payable to RCAS PLUMSTEAD), using the
contactless card machine or by banker’s order (details
below) — please ensure that you use the reference
CHRISTMAS. If you are a Gift Aid member,
remember to use the special Christmas envelope
in your box. Thank you and God bless you all

CHILDREN'’S LITURGY St Patrick children under 10 years
15t December - Laura; 0J, Carlien, Lisa &B Emmanuel
22"d December — Parish Youth Mass
29t December — NO CHILDREN’S LITURGY

RCIA for adults wanting to know more about the Catholic
faith or be received into the Catholic Church - every Friday
at Holy Cross Church at 8pm. Contact: Liz 0208 855 2013

Christmas cards, 2025 F;\
calendars and giftsare ]
on sale in St Patrick
Repository after 10.15 Mass

NEW LECTIONARY
Remember to collect a
sheet with your Mass
book

CHRISTMAS GIVING
Consider giving a
CAFOD WORLD GIFT
to loved ones this
Christmas and help
people living in conflict
and hardship around the
world — lots of gifts to
choose from — please
browse the catalogue at
the back of church

Sanctuary Lamp 2025
The Sanctuary

Lamp list is at the
back of church —
there are still some
spaces for you to
write your ;
intentions

Are you receiving Christmas cards?
Do you have currency left over from your holiday?
or any old currency?
Mary’s Meals and Aid to the Church in Need collect
used stamps and unwanted currency in aid of their
charities, so please hold on to them and bring them to
church after Christmas — MORE DETAILS TO FOLLOW

Dates for your diary
Saturday 14" December — A Day with Mary at St George’s
Cathedral 10.15am to 5.15pm.
Saturday 14" December 1-4pm — Senior Citizens’ Xmas
Party in St Mark with St Margaret parish hall, Plumstead
Common

Saturday, 215 December at 7pm in St Patrick Church for our
PARISH CAROL SERVICE

Greenwich Foodbank:
Last donations of tinned
and packet foods this
weekend until after
Christmas. Thank you for
supporting the foodbank
throughout 2024

(++) CRIB OFFERINGS
As usual these will
support the work of the
Catholic Children’s

Society and can @P
| & ;r‘Y‘

be Gift Aided

Please pray for those who are unwell: Bob Kapp, Philomena Flaherty, Jo O’Connell, Dave Kent, Mary Mulholland, Maura
Nagle, Norma Barrett, Chris Britto, Eileen McPadden, Nuala McGovern, Vanessa Maloney, Aurora Miranda, Charles, Sarah, Sven
& Lloyd, Jimmy Gjelaj, Pressie Fernandez, Kathy Mann, Betty O’Donoghue, Yolanda Perera, Pat Cullen, Marianne Ali, Trevor
Brown, John McPartlin, Louise Perera, Sarah Young & family, Irene D’Souza, Alex Pollock, Kevin Murphy, Susannah Brown, John
Colacco, Henry Agbadamusi, Dave Orrel, Stephen Brown, Erin Johnston, Maureen Cunney, Eddie White, for those who have
died and those whose anniversaries occur at this time: Declan Mulholland, James Hurley, Mary Walsh, Tamara Heywood, Jennie
Kent, Winston Recardo, Matthew Proctor, Fr Bert White, Ellen Herlock, Harry Johnston, Joe Barrett

Parish bank details to set up a standing order or make a
one-off payment online: NATIONAL WESTMINSTER BANK
Account Number: 79136796 Sort Code: 60-50-01

RCAS — PLUMSTEAD Contributions can also be made in cash
or by cheque, payable to “RCAS PLUMSTEAD”

or by card using the contactless machine at the back of church

Thank you

PARISH GIFT AID SCHEME this enables us to claim back
an extra 25% in tax on all offertory and other donations
made to the parish by tax-payers, a valuable source of
income at no extra cost to you. If you pay tax, please join
the scheme by completing a Gift Aid form. One-off Gift
Aid envelopes are also available on request




